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General Faculty Meeting Minutes 

 
December 8, 2015 

 
125 Bulter-Carlton Hall, 4:00 P.M. 
 
            I.     Call-to-Order, Chancellor Cheryl B. Schrader called the meeting of the General Faculty to order at 4:00 P.M. 
 
           II.      a. Chancellor Schrader recognized Jerry Bayless for the presentation of a memorial resolution in honor of John Best. It was 
      moved that the memorial resolution be incorporated in the minutes of the faculty meeting with copies forwarded to family  
      members.  The motion was approved.  (See Attachment A). 
   
  b. Chancellor Schrader recognized Lance Haynes for the presentation of a memorial resolution in honor of David Oakley.  
      (Lance Haynes presented for Gerald Cohen.)  It was moved that the memorial resolution be incorporated in the minutes of  
      the faculty meeting with copies forwarded to family members.  The motion was approved.  (See Attachment B). 
 
  c. Chancellor Schrader recognized David Robertson for the presentation of a memorial resolution in honor of Harry Weart. It  
      was moved that the memorial resolution be incorporated in the minutes of the faculty meeting with copies forwarded to  
      family members.  The motion was approved.  (See Attachment C). 

 
III.    Chancellor Schrader called for approval of the minutes of the September 8, 2015 meeting.  The minutes were approved as 
        circulated. 

 
IV.     There was no unfinished business to discuss.   
 

           V.     Officers of the General Faculty Update 
 
  Chancellor Schrader introduced the Officers of the General Faculty 
 
   Chancellor Cheryl B. Schrader 
   President of Faculty Senate Steven L. Grant 
   Secretary Laura Stoll 
   Parliamentarian Michael Bruening 
 

Dr. Schrader said that Thomas Schuman will fill in for Steven Grant as necessary due to illness and that Laura Stoll will 
replace Deanne Jackson due to illness. 

          VI.    There were no reports of standing or special committees. 

         VII.    New Business 

a. Outstanding Teaching Awards 
 
 Provost Robert J. Marley announced the Outstanding Teaching Awards for 2014-15. 
 They are as follows: 
   
Dr. Ayodeji Alajo   Assistant Professor  Mining & Nuclear Engineering  
Dr. Neil Anderson   Professor   Geosciences & Geological & Petroleum Engr 
Mr, Randall Arthur   Lecturer    English & Technical Communications 
Dr. Baojun Bai   Professor   Geosciences & Geological & Petroleum Engr 
Dr. Jason Baird   Associate Professor  Mining & Nuclear Engineering 
Dr. Michael Bruening  Associate Professor  History & Political Science 
Dr. Petra DeWitt   Assistant Professor  History & Political Science 
Dr. Xiaoping Du   Professor   Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering 
Dr. Kelvin Erickson   Professor   Electrical & Computer Engineering 



 
Dr. Darin Finke    Assistant Teaching Professor Arts, Languages & Philosophy 
Ms. Stephanie Fitch  Associate Teaching Professor Mathematics & Statistics 
Dr. Stephen Gao   Professor   Geosciences & Geological & Petroleum Engr 
Dr. Ralph Hanke   Assistant Professor  Business & Information Technology 
Dr. Gregory (Greg) Hilmas  Curator’s Professor  Materials Science & Engineering 
Dr. Robert Holmes, Jr  Adjunct Professor   Civil, Architectural & Environmental Engr 
Dr. Irina Ivliyeva   Associate Professor  Arts, Languages & Philosophy 
Dr. Jagannathan Sarangapani Professor   Electrical & Computer Engineering 
Dr. Mary Ann Koen   Assistant Adjunct Professor Civil, Architectural & Environmental Engr 
Dr. Kurt Kosbar   Associate Professor  Electrical & Computer Engineering 
Mr. Benjamin Langston  Lecturer    English & Technical Communications 
Dr. Vy Khoi Le   Professor   Mathematics & Statistics 
Dr. John McManus   Curator’s Professor  History & Political Science 
Dr. Gary Mueller   Associate Professor  Mining & Nuclear Engineering 
Dr. Jana Neiss   Assistant Teaching Professor History & Political Science 
Dr. Dev Niyogi   Associate Professor  Biological Sciences 
Dr. Gayla Olbricht   Assistant Professor  Mathematics & Statistics 
Dr. Robert Paige   Professor   Mathematics & Statistics 
Dr. Clayton Price   Associate Teaching Professor Computer Science 
Dr. Ruwen Qin   Associate Professor  Engineering Mgt & Systems Engineering 
Dr. David Richardson  Chancellor’s Professor  Civil, Architectural & Environmental Engr 
Dr. Terry Robertson  Associate Teaching Professor Arts, Languages & Philosophy 
Dr. David Rogers   Associate Professor  Geosciences & Geological & Petroleum Engr 
Dr. Jeanne Stanley   Associate Professor  Arts, Languages & Philosophy 
Dr. Jeff Schramm   Associate Professor  History & Political Science 
Dr. Jeffrey Smith   Associate Professor  Materials Science & Engineering 
Dr. Ronald (Joe) Stanley  Associate Professor  Electrical & Computer Engineering 
Dr. Greg Story   Associate Professor  Physics 
Dr. Theresa Swift   Associate Teaching Professor Electrical & Computer Engineering 
Dr. Vincent (Wen-Bin) Yu  Associate Professor  Business & Information Technology 
Dr. Reza Zoughi   Professor   Electrical & Computer Engineering 

 
 

b. Approval of Candidates for Degrees 
 

Motion was made that the names on the previously circulated list of candidates for degrees on December 19, 2015 be 
approved, subject to successful completion of any remaining degree requirements.  The motion was approved. 

 
c. Chancellor’s Report 

 
The Chancellor shared that Mike Middleton was named the interim president of the University of Missouri System by 
the Board of Curators.  Mike Middleton is a former deputy chancellor at the University of Missouri-Columbia.  He joined 
the MU faculty as a law professor in 1985, and is a former civil rights attorney.  President Middleton will be visiting 
Missouri S&T soon and more details will be shared as they are available. 
 
Chancellor Schrader read a statement made by Curator Cupps which said “We have a shared responsibility to ensure 
a safe, welcoming and inclusive university community for our students, faculty and staff.”  This will continue to be a top 
priority for the Curators and for the Chancellor.  Chancellor Schrader values input from faculty as we continue to 
improve our diversity and inclusion.  Chancellor Schrader shared a few highlights of progress that has been made in 
this area over the past several years.  A few of the highlights include a vice chancellor-level chief diversity officer, 
financial incentives for departments to attract and retain diverse faculty members, and the examination and 
improvement of hiring processes to produce diverse, excellent candidate pools.  In addition, the student body is being 
shaped with new articulation agreements with predominantly African American and Hispanic schools.  We have also 
initiated partnerships that resulted in a record number of women on campus.  The Chancellor said we would continue 
to encourage, and host, difficult dialogues about race and other issues with open invitations to the entire campus 
community. 
 
The Chancellor said we recently highlighted our commitment to diversity with this year’s celebration of the 30th 

Anniversary of the Chancellor’s Advisory Committee on African American Recruitment and Retention, and the growing 
Celebration of Nations event is now in its seventh successful year of operation. 
 
Chancellor Schrader announced that Dr. Janet Kavandi, who received her master’s in Chemistry from S&T in 1982, will 
be our commencement speaker. Dr. Kavandi is a patented chemist turned astronaut who serves as deputy director of 
NASA Glenn Research Center in Cleveland, Ohio.  Also at the commencement ceremony Dr. Diana Ahmad, from 
History and Political Science, will be recognized as a Curators’ Teaching Professor.  In addition, Dr. Joel Burken from 



 
Civil, Architectural and Environmental Engineering, has been named a Curators’ Professor.  Both ceremonies will be 
held on Saturday, December 19, at 10:00 am and 4:00 pm. 
 
Last month, Chancellor Schrader was asked to moderate a panel during the annual meeting of the Association of 
Public and Land-grant Universities, which was held in Indianapolis.  The panel was called “University Responsiveness 
to Industry Workforce Needs: The Role of Institutional Economic Development and Community Engagement.”  This is 
something that Missouri S&T has been focused on for some time, and when there was an opening, Peter McPherson 
contacted Chancellor Schrader.  It was an excellent opportunity to help raise visibility for Missouri S&T.  The Chancellor 
was able to share some of the innovative things being done at Missouri S&T to meet workforce needs, from our 
leadership in helping improve K-12 education through Project Lead the Way to our strong co-op and internship 
programs to our innovative public-private partnerships. 
 
Chancellor Schrader shared the following websites which contain slide presentations presented at open forums held 
earlier this fall on the budget and strategic plan.  They are Campus Budget Forum – accounting.mst.edu/accounting, 
Strategic Plan Summit – progress.mst.edu, and Strategic Plan – strategicplan.mst.edu.  
 
Chancellor Schrader also mentioned that the task force on the bylaws amendment hosted an open forum to discuss 
their work on creating an amendment that meets best practices in hiring and addresses faculty concerns.  She said that 
unfortunately, other faculty put forward the amendment that will be voted on, which contains a process that does not 
follow best hiring practices to create diverse, excellent candidate pools.  
 
Chancellor Schrader wanted to note that the final Faculty First Friday of 2015 took place last week.  She wants to thank 
those that were able to attend and wants to continue with the goal of these lunches to keep the lines of communication 
open between faculty and the administration.  The lunches will resume on Friday, Feb. 5. 
 
Chancellor Schrader opened the floor for questions following her presentation. 
 
 

d. Faculty Senate President’s Report 
 
Faculty Senate President-elect Tom Schuman presented the Faculty Senate President’s report for Steve Grant. 
 
Tom Schuman reported that Inter Faculty Council (IFC) discussed the MU race protests and whether and how to 
support students and the role of IFC.  They also met with a representative of Concerned Students 1950. 
 
IFC discussed the proposed changes in the Collected Rules & Regulations (CRR) with regard to Conflict of Interest 
(COI).  CRRs 330.015 and 420.030 both deal with COI but are inconsistent.  UM Legal has incorporated 420.030 into 
330.015 as one new body of information.  Faculty review and feedback was sought but none received.  The item has 
been referred to Academic Freedom and Standards and the Intellectual Property committees.  The item is posted at 
http://facultysenate.mst.edu/meetings/ under CRR 330.015. 
 
There are additional changes in the CRR on Health and Medical Surveillance Programs for Laboratory Animal Care 
Personnel issues associated with animal care.  Those are posted for review but have also been referred specifically to 
Biological Sciences, Chemistry and Materials Science. 
 
Faculty are encouraged to apply for UM System President’s Awards. Information has been distributed by email. 
 
The faculty were apprised of IFC subcommittees to follow Title IX policy implementation and to investigate post tenure 
review policies on each campus, which is in response to legislative agenda items concerning tenure, perceived faculty 
inactivity, and post tenure review practices.  
 
The following interim positions were announced - Mike Middleton (Deputy MU Chancellor Emeritus) appointed as 
Interim UM System President; Hank Foley named Interim Chancellor of MU; and Bob Schwartz named as interim UM 
System Vice President of Academic Affairs, Research and Economic Development. 
 
There are several proposed changes to the retiree health benefits being consider by UM System.  The reasons were 
listed as to why changes are needed.  Discussions regarding future retiree medical benefits are ongoing.  It is proposed 
to keep retiree medical benefit as subsidy based on “years of service plus age” minimum.  The problem is workers who 
retire before age 65.  Retiree pension funding is unaffected. 

 
A Discourse Resolution was passed in Faculty Senate.  Be it resolved: The Faculty Senate of Missouri S&T is 
committed to ensuring a safe, welcoming environment for all students, faculty, staff, and visitors that is free of wrongful 
discrimination, racism, sexism, intimidation, and threats of violence.  At the same time, we affirm our support for the 
constitutionally enshrined freedoms of assembly, speech, religion, and the press and for the educational principles of 

http://facultysenate.mst.edu/meetings/


 
academic freedom and civil discourse.  We expect the entire Missouri S&T system to abide by these bedrock principles 
of the university and condemn actions by any member of the community that threaten to undermine them. 

 
Faculty Senate passed new Student Academic Regulations regarding absences from class.  
 
The Administrative Review Schedule has been set and will be chaired by Larry Gragg.  For 2016 it will be:  Chancellor; 
Provost; Vice Provost and Dean of CASB.  For 2017 it will be:  Vice Chancellors: Global and Strategic Partnerships; 
Human Resources, Equity and Inclusion; Finance and Administration; University Advancement; Student Affairs; Chief 
Information Officer.  For 2018 it will be: Vice Provosts: Dean of Engineering and Computing, Graduate Studies, 
Undergraduate Studies, Research, and Enrollment Management; Director of Institutional Research and Assessment 
and Director; Library and Learning Resources. 
 
Faculty Senate approved support of the American Associate of University Professors (AAUP) ten principles on 
Academic Freedom and Tenure.  

 
 

e. Consideration of the Proposed Changes to CRR 300.030 by S&T Faculty Senate, November 2015 
 

Faculty Senate President-Elect Tom Schuman presented the Consideration of the Proposed Changes to CRR 300.030 
by S&T Faculty Senate for Steve Grant. 
 
Bylaw changes were proposed by a group of 22+ faculty.  The changes were distributed to and discussed by senators 
and minor changes were made.  There was a special meeting of the Faculty Senate on November 19 where 
unanimous support was given.  The changes were then sent to RP&A for consideration by the General Faculty.  
Faculty Senate recommends approval by the General Faculty.  The proposed changes were distributed to the General 
Faculty along with the meeting agenda on December 1.  A paper ballot will be distributed within the next 15 school 
days.  
 
Chancellor Schrader distributed a handout listing Board of Curators Initiatives – As of 11/19/2015 (Attachment D).  The 
handout included a quote from Curator Cupps and a series of initiatives to be implemented over the next 90 days and 
beyond to foster a climate of inclusion on the UM campuses.  Chancellor Schrader highlighted points 4 and 5 which 
were relevant to the bylaw change regarding diversity of faculty.  
 
The floor was open for discussion.  One action item was suggested and accepted with regard to the upcoming CRR 
vote.   The Chancellor and/or Provost agreed to post references which comprise the basis of “Academic Best 
Practices” for hiring prior to the 15 day deadline for the faculty-proposed changes to the CRR 300.030. 
 

 
        VII.  Announcements – None 
             
       VIII.    Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 pm.   
 
 
 
 
 

            ____________________________________ 
                         Laura Stoll, Secretary 
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ATTACHMENT B 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 
ATTACHMENT C 
 
 

Memorial Resolution 

Harry Waldron Weart 

Emeritus Professor of Metallurgical Engineering 
 

Harry Waldron Weart passed away suddenly on August 18, 2015 at age 88 in Vero Beach, FL.  Harry was born in 
Seneca Falls, New York in 1927 to Harry and Renah Weart, who predeceased him. He graduated as Valedictorian 
from Mynderse Academy High School in 1945, and received a degree in metallurgy from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute in 1951. Harry received a Master's Degree and a PhD from the University of Wisconsin at Madison, 
where he met and married his first wife, Janis Larson Weart, who predeceased him.  
 

Harry served in the U.S. Army as a member of the Military Police in the Panama Canal Zone from 1945-1947, 

where he became an expert marksman. He served as a member of the metallurgical engineering faculty at 

several universities, including Cornell, and was the chairman of the Metallurgy Department at the University of 

Missouri – Rolla (now Missouri S&T) from 1964 – 1992.  Under Harry’s leadership the Metallurgy department’s 

reputation for excellence in teaching was matched by a significant growth in research and scholarly activity, 

laying the foundation for a national and international reputation that continues today. His personal interest in 

the success of the students, faculty, and staff created an atmosphere of collegiality and merit that resulted in 

sustained excellence well beyond his time as chair.  Harry and Janis were noted for the Departmental Christmas 

party which they hosted in their home for faculty and staff, a tradition that continued after their time in Rolla.   

A feature of Harry’s office in Fulton Hall was a magnificent rug that he had made, hung like a tapestry on the 

wall.   

Harry was an athletic enthusiast and instructor, enjoying distance running, swimming, lifesaving, scuba diving, 
white-water kayaking, canoeing and sculling.  He would practice barrel rolls in the University pool at lunch, and 
the license plate on his car read H2O-BUG, with a kayak often displayed on the roof.   
 
Harry was a musician most of his life and played the banjo and trombone in a number of musical groups, 
including dance, marching and symphonic bands. He served as a leader/organizer for a number of different 
organizations including the Immanuel Lutheran Church, Boy Scouts, community music and environmental 
protection associations.  
 
After retirement, Harry moved to Eagle River, Wisconsin where he was an active member of Our Savior 
Lutheran Church and served as choir director. Harry married Ellie Hamlin Weart in 2003 and she survives. He is 
also survived by his brother, David Weart, and his three children Nancy (Dan) O'Neal, Paul (Edie) Van Wert, and 
Patti (Ed) Whitehead. 
 
It is requested that this memorial resolution be incorporated in the official minutes of the Missouri University of 
Science and Technology General Faculty Meeting minutes of  8 December 2015 and that copies be sent to 
Harry’s widow Ellie and his children Nancy, Paul and Patti. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 



 

 

 
_____________________________ 

David Robertson 

 

_____________________________ 

Matt O’Keefe  

 

____________________________ 

Ronald Kohser 
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